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Mrs. Szafran 




Email: sandra.szafran@cfisd.net



Website: Epsilen Course or aphumangeographyszafran.weebly.com
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY GUIDELINES

AP Human Geography is a college level class where students are introduced to the organized study of geographical patterns and progressions that have shaped humanity through the use and alteration of the Earth’s surface. During the year, we will examine human social organization and its environmental consequences on our planet through the use of spatial concepts and landscape analysis. We will evaluate land use and study how humans have changed the topography of the world. Our studies will include the examination of world cultures, human institutions, the effects of new technologies, and world geography. It is my goal to give you the tools to obtain a score on your AP test, which could amount to credit for a 3-credit college course. Strong writing skills and advanced cognitive aptitude are required to succeed on the college level and it is for this reason that these skills will be emphasized in this course. 

REQUIRED READING MATERIALS FOR STUDENTS
· Textbook: Rubenstein, James M., The Cultural Landscape, An Introduction to Human Geography, Prentice Hall, 2002, 7th Edition 
· Desk Atlas 
· Access to a study guide: Princeton Review, Kaplan (can get from Barnes & Noble)
MATERIALS FOR CLASSROOM

In order to remain organize throughout the year and use your notebook as an appropriate study tool for the AP Human Geography test in May 2014, a binder is suggested for the class. You will also need access to a computer and internet. Students will conduct reviews and assignments online in the course website. Please arrange access to internet (via school Library, home, and public library) 
UNITS OF STUDY
Unit 1: Geography: Is Nature and Perspectives & Physical Geography 
Unit 2: Population

Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes

Unit 4: Political Organizations and Spaces

Unit 5: Agricultural and Rural Land Use

Unit 6: Industrialization and Economic Development 

Unit 7: Cities and Urban Land Use

Unit 8: AP Human Geography Exam and Free Response Question Formal Review
COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Examine the discipline of geography, including its tools, themes, and concepts

· Utilize and evaluate maps and spatial data

· Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process.
· Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places

· Evaluate geographic problems on the global, national, and local scale.

· Identify and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes.

· Asses the nature and significance of phenomena that occur in the same place

· Analyze the diversity of global cultures and their economic characteristics.

· Recognize how tastes and values, political regulations and economic constraints work together to create particular types of cultural landscapes.

· Examine how cultural landscapes are shaped and how they change over time. 

GRADING FORMAT

· 60% = MAJOR GRADES (Unit Tests and Projects)
· 30% = DAILY GRADES (class assignments, homework, participation, community service)

· 10% = QUIZ GRADES (current event, vocabulary, readings, etc.)

Major Grades: Includes Unit Tests, Projects, and/or Research Papers. Exams will reflect the AP format but the structure of the class exams will vary in order to comply with our school bell schedule. The AP test will be held in May. Students will have an objective test consisting of 75 objective questions in an hour and no more than 3 Free Response Questions (FRQs) in 75 minutes. Unit Tests will consist of 40 multiple choice questions and one FRQ. 

Daily Grades: Includes all class assignments such as worksheets, articles, notes questions, etc. Daily grades will also include any assignment online (forum, wikis, documents, etc.) which will be done at home as homework in the appropriate format. Participation in class discussions and simulations will also be included in the daily grades category. 

Quiz Grades: Quizzes will include questions from chapters and reading texts throughout the year. Students may use chapter reading notes completed at home on the quizzes if they have completed them in time of the quiz. 
CLASS DISCUSSION
It is critical that everyone participates in class discussions and class activities in order to get a variety of viewpoints on the subjects that we will be covering. Class discussions are an integral part of this course and every student is required to respond when questioned and encouraged to give input to class discussions. Remember: It is OK to be wrong! Most of the time, there is no right or wrong answer! 
LATE WORK POLICY

Since AP courses are considered college level work, late work should not be accepted after the deadline without an appropriate excuse. Calendars will be posted online through the course website. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with all assignments. 
IF YOU ARE ABSENT

If you are ever absent from my class, please understand that it is YOUR responsibility (not mine) to conference with me of what you missed. All missed assignments and work will be due the day after you return from an excused absence. Being absent from class does not excuse you from doing the assignment.   I will also have a website that will have all of the lecture notes and worksheets available to you in case you are not in class. Quizzes and tests will have to be made up before or after school during tutorial times. All quizzes and tests will be in different format than from the original one to protect test security. 
UNIT OUTLINES (Tentative)

*Unit calendars will be posted online which will include all due dates and topics are on particular dates*

	Topic
	Multiple Choice Coverage on the AP Exam
	Readings
	Time

	1. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives
	5-10%
	Rubenstein, CH 1
	6 weeks

	2. Population and Migration
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 2-3
	6 weeks



	3. Culture

(Culture and Language)
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 4-5
	3-4 weeks

	3. Culture

(Religion and Ethnicity)
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 6-7
	3 weeks

	4. Political Organization of Space
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 8
	  4 weeks

	Fall Final Exam (Includes Units 1-4)


	Topic
	Multiple Choice Coverage on AP Exam
	Readings
	Time

	5. Agriculture and Rural Land Use
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 10 & 14
	4 weeks

	6. Industrialization and Economic Development
	13-17%
	Development: Rubenstein, CH 9 & 14

Industrialization: Rubenstein, CH 11 & 9
	3-4 weeks

	7. Cities and Urban Land Use
	13-17%
	Rubenstein, CH 12 & 13
	2-3 weeks

	8. AP Exam Review
	
	
	2 weeks

	Spring Final Exam/ Project (Includes Units 1-8)


